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Junior goes backstage at convention

Campaign donation leads to opportunity to meet Barack Obama
By HEIDI SHAFFER
Editor

While on vacation with
her family near Park Rapids,
Minn., MSUM junior Kayla
Whitaker received a voicemail message she couldn’t
believe.
“I listened to it, and I just
said ‘What? What?’ I thought
it was a joke,” Whitaker said.
The call was from presidential nominee Barack Obama’s
campaign staff, informing
Whitaker she was one of 10
people chosen to meet Obama
backstage at the Democratic
National Convention in
Denver the following week.
Whitaker
donated
to
Obama’s campaign earlier
this year and filled out a short
questionnaire about herself,
which she believes won her
the spot at the convention.
“It was optional, but it said
to include a few sentences
about why you supported
Obama’s campaign. It was
short, nothing award-winning,” Whitaker said.
Whitaker was allowed to

submitted photo

Kayla Whitaker prepares for one of her more than 20 interviews conducted during the week of the
convention.

bring one guest. Though the
decision wasn’t easy, she
chose her friend, MSUM
senior Katie Paczkowski, to
accompany her.
“She asked me if I wanted

to come, and I about died,”
said Paczkowski. “Of course
I said yes right away before
even finding out which days
we’d be gone. I was super
excited to see a part of history

Overage checks arrive
and may include interest.
What the money is used on
Staff Writer
is up to the discretion of the
Financial aid disbursement student.
for the fall semester begins
Some students choose to use
today, which means many stu- their money for necessities;
dents will receive an overage keeping it to pay for outstandcheck.
ing debts, books or even a new
When a student applies for laptop. However, the actual
financial aid, they indicate intended use of the money
the
amount
is for education
I spent my overage related expenses
of
money
check (last year)
they need for
only.
on health care and
tuition, housThe use of
a dental plan.”
ing and dining,
overage money
but if a student
for things like
Kevin Bauer
is
awarded
cars,
spring
MSUM sophomore
more money
break and things
than what covers those items, that don’t pertain directly to
they get it back in the form of the educational needs of the
an overage check.
student is prohibited.
Most of this money goes to
Although using overage
people who have taken out money for personal interests is
loans, but in some cases it against official school policy,
comes to grant-awarded stu- there is no way to track unaudents as well.
thorized spending.
Overages can also come in
“Unless it’s flagrant abuse
the form of extra money from of the program, we don’t purloans. These funds will even- sue it. We don’t ask students
tually need to be paid back to come and account for every
By KIMBERLY EHRLICH

“

penny they spend in overage,”
said Linda Tegtmeier, assistant director of the office of
scholarship and financial aid.
Some students come up
with their own ways to spend
the money for their personal
situations.
“I just use it for the next
semester to pay for books,”
sophomore Dara Smith said.
Other students apply the
money to areas of their life
where they need help they
couldn’t otherwise afford.
“I spent my overage (last
year) on health care and a dental plan because I’m part of the
‘working poor,’” sophomore
Kevin Bauer said.
In the end, it’s up to the
students’ personal discretion
in what they use their leftover
money on, whether it be in
preparation for the future, or
supplementation of the present.
Overage check questions?
Ehrlich can be reached at
ehrlichki@mnstate.edu

with my own eyes.”
Whitaker and Paczkowski
arrived Aug. 26 in Denver for
a full three days of the convention. Aside from the politics of the campaign, celebrity

sightings were a highlight of
the trip.
“Besides meeting (Obama),
the best part was probably
the fact that I had better seats
than celebrities like Fergie,
Jessica Alba, Rosario Dawson
and Wilmer Valderrama,”
Whitaker said. “That and running into Oprah.”
On Aug. 28, Whitaker got
her chance to meet Obama
before his acceptance of the
democratic presidential nomination.
“I started crying,” Whitaker
said. “He asked where I was
from and I said, ‘Fargo.’ He
said, ‘Oh I love Fargo.’ “
Though each person met
with Obama for less than a
minute, the visit left a lasting
impression on Whitaker.
“He’s a busy man,” she
said. “It was right before he
accepted the nomination as
the first African American
candidate for president, and
he took the time to meet with
basically nobodies.”

DNC, back page

The Group hosts
magic at the Dome
By NICHOLE SEITZ

and ASHLEY HOECK
Staff Writers

If a free night of food,
music, games, prizes and the
chance at $50 sounds like
fun, then College Night at
the Fargodome is the place to
be. Tonight from 6 p.m. to 10
p.m., in the Fargodome, the
Dragon Entertainment Group,
along with other local college
campuses and businesses,
are hosting a night of music,
magic and other activities.
A musical performance by
the band October Road and
a magic show, called “The
Norman Magic Experience,”
featuring Norman Ng (pronounced “ing”), are the main
highlights for the evening.
Other attractions include
food samples, free Red Bull,
tours of the Fargodome and
games from Games Galore.
Barbara Michel, showcase
coordinator of the Dragon

Entertainment Group (The
Group) and a life sciences
education student at MSUM,
helped pick the entertainment for the evening through
the National Association for
Campus Activities conference,
at which artists showcase
their skills in the hopes of performing at college campuses
around the nation.
Ng was selected in this conference to provide a major
part of the entertainment,
which he describes on his Web
site, www.normanmagic.com,
as “magic that’s far from the
NORM.”
Originally from Portland,
Maine, Ng performs at college
campuses and performing arts
centers nationwide.
This
young
magician
believes his show is unlike
any other out there because of
his high-energy, original act.
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Non-teaching majors
come create resumes

If in need of a resume or
help fixing a current resume,
come to the workshop for
non-teaching majors. Learn to
portray skills, experience and
education through a resume.
This workshop is scheduled
from 4 to 5:30 p.m., Monday in
CMU 208.
Contact Career Services if
you have any questions about
the workshop in person at
CMU 114 or call 218-477-2131.

Prepare for the 2008
elections

Students must be registered
to vote. If a Minnesota resident, this can be done by registering at the Clay County
auditors office, at the primary
election on Sept. 9 or at the
general election on Nov. 4.
Students may also absentee
vote at their home address.
This ballot must be requested
and must be mailed so that it
arrives by election day.
Voting is available in many
places in the area. If living in
the MSUM dorms, students
will vote at Grace Methodist
Church. If living within the
boundaries of 11th Street
South and 17th Street South
and 20th Ave. South and 5th
Ave. South vote at Grace
Methodist Church.
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Tutors available for
all academic needs

Students who need to
request a tutor should do so
in the academic resource office
Flora Frick 151.
Students are reminded
that tutoring services are not
available for classes which
are served by supplemental
instruction.
The Write Site is available
for students who want help
with writing assignments
in any discipline at www.
mnstate.edu/write.
The math department provides drop-in tutors for Math
102. The Math Learning Center
is for students in Math 0052,
0090, PDEV 100 and Math 127.
The math tutor room is for all
math courses. See the math
department on third floor
MacLean for hours and locations.
Requests for tutors for fall
semester are accepted through
Nov. 14, so students need to
monitor their own progress
in courses and request tutors
early in the semester.
Please contact Janet Haak,
director of academic outreach
and engagement academic
resource office at 218-4772996 with any questions about
requesting peer tutoring.

Mandatory student
org. assembly

Learn the game plans the
office of student activities can
offer your student organization at the student organization assembly. This assembly
is at 5 p.m. on Tuesday and
Wednesday in CMU 101.
Every student organization
must have at least one member at one of these assemblies
and one student may represent multiple organizations.
A mandatory treasurer’s
meeting will immediately follow both organization assemblies.
For questions, e-mail osa@
mnstate.edu or visit them in
CMU 229.

Students are needed
to apply to be tutors

Students can apply to tutor
in any discipline, but particular areas of need include:
accounting, CSIS, economics,
math, physics, psychology,
and technology.
Students who apply must
have a strong record of academic success in the areas
for which they apply to tutor,
and must have faculty who
will serve as references for
their mastery of the subject or
course.
Tutoring has been restructured this year, and preference
will be given to students who
can tutor in more than one
academic area.
If you are interested in being
a peer tutor, please stop in
the academic resource office
(ARO), Flora Frick 151, to pick
up an application form and
information sheet.
Please do not use the old
application forms from the
Counseling Center; those
should be discarded. Students
must apply using the new
forms available in the ARO.
You do not need to have a
work study award to apply for
these jobs.
Please contact Janet Haak
director of academic outreach
and engagement academic
resource office at 218-477-2996
if you have any questions
about applying to be a peer
tutor.

Register your student
organization now
The annual student organization registration deadline is
4 p.m. on Friday. Registration can be completed online
at www.mnstate.edu/osa.
Follow the link for Annual
Student Organization Registration. All student organization officers and adviser(s)
must register by this deadline.
For more information, contact
the office of student activities,
CMU 229, at 218-477-2790 or
at osa@mnstate.edu.

Security update
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks

Enjoy college responsibly
BY AMY LEARN
Staff Writer

With the start of the new
school year the campus is
filled with students experiencing living on their own for the
first time.
According to the MSUM
campus security director
Michael Parks, the majority
of the alcohol offenses committed on campus during the
beginning of the school year
are done so by students in the
18 to 19-year-old age range.
Parks said the newer students are not as familiar with
the MSUM alcohol policy, and
they often began to “test the
boundaries.”
He expects the decline in
the number of alcohol offenses
reported to campus security to
begin in a couple weeks.
“Historically it plateaus,
then begins to decline,” he
said.
Along with students needing to have a grasp on the
MSUM alcohol policy, they
also need to become familiar
with the tobacco policy, Parks
added.

Small Dorm Bash

The first of a string of alcohol offenses took place at 1
a.m. on Aug. 29. Campus security received a call of a noise
complaint from the third floor
Ballard Hall resident advisor.
When campus officers arrived
they found six students, two
female and four males, partaking in a small dorm party.
Security officers confiscated
alcohol from the dorm room.
Five of the students were
drinking and referred to judicial services. They were not
reported to the Moorhead
Police because they were “very
cooperative and not overly
intoxicated,” Parks said.
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On the early morning of
Aug. 30, campus security spotted a group of people walking
across L Lot carrying a case of
Budweiser.
Everyone in the group of
non-students was of legal
drinking age. They willingly
gave their beer to the officer
after they were explained the
campus’ alcohol policy.

Flat on his face

An intoxicated male student
was found unconscious, face
down by security at about 4
a.m. on Sept. 1.
The individual was found
on the north end of Holmquist.
He was cited by the Moorhead
Police Department, referred
to judicial services and transported to detox.

Fainting in science

At about 10 a.m. on Aug.
28, campus security received
a medical call after a male
student had fainted in the science lab while watching an
autopsy.
He cut his chin on the way
down, but only suffered minor
injures. He was treated for
his injuries at Hendrix Health
Center.

Four busted
in South Snarr

Campus security reported
to South Snarr at 12:37 a.m. on
Aug. 30, after the fourth floor
resident advisor called in a
noise complaint.
Officers found that four
underage students were the
cause of the noise. The group
admitted to having a few
drinks throughout the night
and was referred to judicial
services.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
A PICNIC SPONSORED BY THE
FARGO MOORHEAD
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CLUBS

Contact the editor for more information or come to the
staff meetings.

Columnists: Heath Butrum, Michael Johnson, Liz Johanson,
Chris Erickson, Jenny Hilleren, Bethany Hill, Ben Sailer.

Rules go for all

ATTENTION Newly arrived
International Students

Copyright 2008, The Advocate.

Ben Sailer Assistant Editor
Chris Erickson Opinion Editor
Michael Johnson Features Editor
Mark Keller Arts and Entertainment Editor
Tim Stulken Sports Editor
Chris Huber Photo Editor
Miranda Hasse Copy Editor
Liz Johanson Copy Editor
Tarver Mathison Copy Editor
Kelly Brown Advertising Manager
Dustin Brick Business Manager
Julie Barry Distribution Manager

Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008

Contact the International Student Office
on your campus to register to attend this
fun and exciting event on Sunday,
September 14, 2008.

Rotary International clubs from Fargo and Moorhead partner each
year to welcome International students
attending Minnesota State University Moorhead, Concordia College
Moorhead and North Dakota State University.
Come and meet local Rotarian representatives, campus staff,
campus Presidents and other international students from other
countries, including your own.
A picnic buffet is provided along with chances to win prizes from
your campus and Tri-College. One lucky person will win an Apple
Nano iPod! CONTACT YOUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT OFFICE
REPRESENTATIVE TODAY!

The event is located at the Heritage
Hjemkomst Interpretive Center in
Moorhead. Round-trip transportation vans
will be provided by your campus.
Call your International Student office at:
MSUM (218) 477-2956
NDSU (701) 231-7895
Concordia College (218) 299-3640
Tours of the Hjemkomst will begin
at 4:00 p.m.
The picnic and program will begin
at 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008
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Biology students take the plunge
A summer course allows students to get their hands dirty while learning
BY MICHAEL JOHNSON
Features Editor

Most courses found at universities tend to be comfortable
settings. Going to class means
a
temperature-controlled
room full of plastic seating.
Occasionally there is a need to
answer a question or become
involved in some way. Not
many courses allow a student
to take in the full experience
like Fish Biology of Northern
Minnesota, a summer course
offered at MSUM.
This course taught by
Professor Linda Fuselier lasts
for two weeks and runs from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Two students that were involved in
the course this summer were
Patrick Schutte and his fiancée
Nicole Schlueter.
Schutte is a senior, majoring in Earth Science Teaching,
Life Science Teaching and biology. Schlueter is undecided but
leaning towards biology.
These two, along with eight
other students, spent two
weeks seeking out and identifying major fish species of
northern Minnesota. In the process, they became well aware
of the natural elements of these
waterways.
From 9 a.m. to noon each
day, the class spent some quality time with preserved fish.
These fish are good to use for
close up examination of each
species characteristics. In order
to see how live fish act, look
and live, however, it was necessary to step into their habitat.
The afternoon class period was
devoted to this fieldwork.
The group traveled to area
wetlands including Muskrat
Lake, Silver Lake, Mississippi
River Headwaters, Pelican
River, Otter Tail River, Red
River, Wild Rice Creek, and

Submitted photo

Two fish biology students capture fish and fauna using a seine in a small river. This was the most
common technique used to capture and study the fish in their natural setting.

marshes around the Buffalo
River.
“Basically we tried to look
at the three major water systems of the area which would
be marshes, lakes and rivers,”
Schutte said.
Within these bodies of water,
the students learned to use different techniques to capture
the fish for closer examination.
A seine was the most common method, which allowed
the most fish viewing in creeks
and rivers. The seine is a large
net with weights on the bottom, floats on top and long
poles on the ends. This is
pulled across the width of the
stream and catches the fish and
other fauna in the water. They
also used trap nets and electro
backpack shock. None of these
techniques is fatal to the fish.

In addition to capturing the
fish, the young biologists also
viewed them up close by snorkeling. Schutte and Schlueter
both enjoyed this, which took
place at the Mississippi headwaters in Itasca, Minn. It was
especially up close when the
class got on their hands and
knees and viewed the underwater world in about five inches of water. They then moved
on to a pool of water about
10-feet deep.
Schutte’s favorite part of the
class was the “My Little Fishy”
experiment.
“We started out with a fish;
we had no idea what it was,”
Schutte said. “Everyone has
their own fish and you have to
make sure your fish survives
for two weeks.”
In order to keep it alive

they created the fish’s habitat
and caught the right bugs for
feeding the fish. Once the professor told them what kind of
fish they had, they performed
experiments such as the effects
of habitat on the fish’s shoal.
His fish happened to be a longnosed dace.
Schlueter said she liked
everything about the class. Her
favorite part was, “To be able
to go fishing and know what I
am catching.”
It was common to come out
of water with leeches, but they
also came out with a greater
knowledge of how important those waterways are to
Minnesota.
“We came down with poison

ivy, swimmer’s itch, everyone
had leeches,” Schutte said.
One student managed to
attract over 50 leeches per leg
while seining. Nevertheless,
the two agreed that that experience though slightly uncomfortable, was the best they
could have received.
“I learned more in two
weeks of that class than an
entire semester in lecture,”
Schutte said. “You can’t replace
the experience you get in the
field.”
The last body of water the
class visited was the “Mighty
Red.” The Red River takes its
name from the clay it flows
through. Though visibility is
low because of this clay, contrary to popular belief the river
is clean.
“There’s a big misconception
about rivers, they are flowing
so they tend not to be as polluted as lakes,” Schutte said.
He went on to explain how
the Red had, by far, the most
diverse population of fish
fauna out of all the waters they
looked at. The lucky individuals to hold the seine in the river
sunk into the clay and mud
mixture along the banks, up to
their waists. The results in the
seine were worth the trouble
though. Schutte and Schlueter
remember the net full of walleye, catfish, bullhead, stonecat, emerald shiner, logperch,
troutperch and many other fish
species.
Overall, that two-week class
was the kind of real world
experience they needed to help
them in their future together as
biologists and partners.
Johnson can be reached at
johnsomic@mnstate.edu.

“Mileage & Fun
All in One”
Up to 95 MPG

Starting at $1499
($100 off with College ID)

Many Styles
and Colors to
Choose from

Bonnie Haney School of Dance
& Performing Company

Find the Mileage
Maker that
Suits You

BALLET~TAP~JAZZ~HIPHOP~IRISH~
BALLROOM~LATIN~COUNTRY

FALL Classes Starting Aug. 22-30
*Nutcracker Show coming in December-Call for auditions NOW!

*10% OFF FIRST MONTH*
404 25th St. S.
Fargo, ND 58103
729-4800 or 235-1937

For new students only
Expires Sept. 27, 2008

218-236-9900
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Chris Erickson
Opinion Editor

Finding balance
in school, life
and the political
campaign season
Illustration by Chris Fried / The Advocate

Now that fall semester and the campaign seasons
are in full swing, it’s time to think about how we, as
students, can find a balance in our academic, personal
and professional lives as well as follow the political
process.
It can be difficult to juggle the many responsibilities we all have in any semester, let alone one that
coincides with a presidential election. Finding that
balance, though, is necessary in order to succeed
academically and participate in the process of shaping
the future of the U.S.
Recently, MSUM junior Kayla Whitaker was invited
to the Democratic National Convention as one of 10
guests of presidential nominee Barack Obama.
Whitaker’s participation in the convention can serve
to remind us how important it is to be involved in the
political process, especially during election season.
Also important to remember are the balance and
options politics in American provide. We have two
major parties and countless smaller parties creating a
unique blend of options that represent an increasingly
diverse population’s views.
We hope many students and faculty were able to
attend the conventions of their affiliated political parties.
The perspective that could be gained from attending
a national political conference could prove invaluable
later in life, both in day-to-day life and when participating in politics.
Since we are all associated with higher learning in
some way, it’s essential that no matter how heated this
campaign season gets or how passionate we could feel
about certain issues, our studies need to come first.
Not only that, but in the race to find the best possible
new commander in chief, we have to remind ourselves that even though we could be in minor or major
disagreements with others based on political views,
we don’t need to go as far as demonizing each other.
The “us versus them” mentality doesn’t get people
anywhere. Whether you desire hope or straight talk,
the first change always occurs locally. The first service to ourselves this political season could be opening dialogue with others, whether they be Democrats,
Republicans, Independents or yes, even Cobbers, no
matter how tough that might be.
We are here to learn, and that doesn’t just happen in
the classroom.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Getting into the swing of things
Coming
back
to campus always
reminds me of exactly how many forms
of entertainment are
available at our fine
institution of higher
learning.
Collegiate sports
and
intramurals,
plays and musicals,
art shows, student groups representative of a diverse group
of people and activities and of
course, this paper, are all outlets to pass time between study
sessions and the ever-elusive
good night’s sleep. That’s not
to mention all the options that
exist for a college-aged man or
woman about town.
Now, while the first thing
any adviser will tell their studnet is to “not get overloaded
with activities and classes,”
most of the time it’s too tempting to participate in as many
new things as possible.
The real trick is finding
which options are the best.
Don’t worry, I’ve never been
the type to just give advice (I
prefer people pay me for it),
but I will say that with all the
options available here, a person would be hard-pressed to
be consistently wrong.
Sports are always a sure
thing, whether you like to play
or like to watch.
Don’t be shy about getting to
our Dragon’s sporting events.
Whether you’re more in tune
with basketball, cross country,
football, golf, soccer, softball,
swimming, tennis, track and
field, volleyball or wrestling,
get out and show some school
spirit.
If academic pursuits are
more your cup of tea, feel

free to wander into one of
the Honor Lectures to expand
your perspective through
scholary application.
Music is usually available
as well, and it doesn’t cost a
dime to listen to the live music
that can be found by simply
walking to the CMU.
In addition to the cornucopia
of on and off-campus activities
available to the inspired, bored
or curious college student, the
opportunities to mingle are
without compare.
While I’m hesitant to disrupt the rivalries that can exist
in any metropolitan area with
multiple universities, the literally thousands of students
in the Tri-College area provide infinite opportunites to
find new perspective, love, or
something in between.
With all that fun going on,
a critical thing to remember is
how many things should be
remembered concerning personal finances.
Budgeting workshops are
available periodically, which
can help get off a ramen-only
diet and onto the coveted next
step of financial stability.
One more step toward a
burgeoning bank account is
to keep in mind not to spend
that entire financial aid overage check in one quick spree.
That is to say, the best thing

to do might feel like
buying a new entertainment system, a
Wii and throwing
the party of the year,
but that would not
be the best thing to
do.
This year presents
another new challenge to finances.
Students should be aware that
a $389 charge added to this
semester’s tuition. This charge
is for student insurance, and
can be opted out of if the
student already has insurance
coverage.
If you do need the insurance, one way to save money is
by using the widely-acclaimed
option of scoring free or discounted rides and meals all
over the Fargo-Moorhead area
(the Metro Area Transit gives
students showing ID a free
ride).
Truly, this money saving
opportunity is student-tested,
wallet-approved.
During the process of trying
to find out what options are
the best fit to keep busy, the
most crucial thing to remember is to enjoy the overall
experience.
These semesters and years
will provide solid experiences and friendships that will
shape the rest of our lives, so
don’t be hesitant to get out
and try new, interesting and,
sometimes, weird things.
So get ready for the time of
your lives, new and returning
Dragons. This semester promises to be interesting.
Got experiences?
E-mail Erickson at
erickchr@mnstate.edu
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Feeling the stress of a quarter-life crisis?
Columnist addresses issues that plague students and requests reader examples
We’ve all heard of the dreaded mid life crisis. But for those
of you who have thought this
could be the most frustrating
time of your life, you might
have never heard of the quarter-life crisis.
Unlike the mid life crisis,
when you go through the
quarter-life crisis you aren’t
at a point in your life where
you can afford the luxury of
blowing thousands of dollars
on cars and trips.
It occurs during a person’s
early to mid 20s, and whether it involves school, getting
married (or divorced), having
kids or starting your career,
the quarter-life crisis typically

hits us just when
we think we should
be getting our life
together.
I used to think
that the mid-life
crisis was going to
be the time when I
stop, reassess my
life and have my
mini-breakdown.
However, it wasn’t until driving into the quarter-life crisis
at full-throttle that I realized
I almost look forward to the
mid life.
During the mid life crisis,
one of the biggest concerns is
worrying about how to cover
your not-so-full head of gray

hair or how you are going to
get rid of that abundant tuft
of hair protruding out of your
ears.
Granted, in the quarterlife, we may go through some
major hair-identity crises ourselves, but in the end that really is the least of our worries.

If you haven’t had
the pleasure of dancing with this type of
dilemma yet, you’re
lucky. If you are fully
entwined in the nonsensical workings of
this crisis, I sympathize with you.
Due to the fact that
many students could
face some sort of quarter-life
catastrophe, I want to be the
first to stand up and acknowledge that it is OK.
For the remainder of the
semester I would like to hear
of other problems and crisis
that students are facing, and
maybe together we can all

make sense of the issues.
I’ll finish by adding that
everything seems like a bigger
deal at the time, and you are
definitely not alone in your
endeavors.
Please feel free to write in
with any stories or comments,
and remember the next time
one of your elders tries to
blame a situation on their
‘mid-life crisis’ be sure you
let them know that is fine, but
you, in turn, can use a similar
excuse for your behavior.

Experiencing a crisis?
E-mail Hilleren at
jennyhilleren@hotmail.com

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

Freshmen adjust

Fighting against homophobia

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

While walking through
downtown Fargo a few
weeks ago, a stranger in
a passing car screamed
a derogatory term for
homosexual in my direction and peeled out down
the street.
As a straight man comfortable with my own sexuality, I wasn’t terribly upset on a
personal level (although I did
question my decision to wear
a purple T-shirt). If you want
to hurt my feelings, you’re
going to have to try harder
than calling me a name.
What was shocking was the
utterance of homophobic hate
speech in broad daylight.

I have friends who are gay,
and if it were any one of them
standing in my shoes at that
moment, I would have been
far more angry. This guy actually thought he was intimidating a gay person, and it made
me sick.
Using hateful epithets
against homosexuals is no
better or different than any

other form of discrimination. Sure, growing up
most of us probably went
through a phase of calling everything “gay,” but
that really isn’t acceptable
either.
People are all the same
at heart whether they’re
gay or straight. It’s time we
stamped out every last vestige
of homophobia from our society. To that end, I challenge
everyone reading this (if you
haven’t already) to stop habitually using the word “gay” as
a derogatory term.
Join the fight
E-mail Sailer at
sailerbe@gmail.com

Whack! I hear my roommate snickering in the background as
I hit my head on the loft for what seemed like the millionth time.
It was early morning, and even though my first class didn’t start
for another hour, I found myself out of bed, and attempting to
locate a Pop Tart and a juice box that were not-so-conveniently
located under my roommate’s loft. It’s exactly the breakfast of
champions, but such is life in college.
For most freshmen, this seems to be the mantra that’s repeated over and over. No matter where you live, what your major
is or where you’re from, college can be a tough change to get
used to.
For some, the changes are not that stressful.
“Buying napkins!” freshman Shauni Deitrich said. “It’s like
buying toilet paper! I’ve never had to do that before.”
Some of the biggest challenges lie within getting used to
life away from home, wherever home is. Jessica Doar, from
Maple Grove, Minn., isn’t used to the slower paced lifestyle of
Moorhead.
“I have a lot more free time than I thought I would,” Doar
said. “I really miss having something to do every second of the
day.”
Deitrich, of Flandreau, S.D., however, seems to miss the feeling of home the most.
“You’ll never realize how much you miss home until you get
here. You get here and you want to cry because you want to
have those things you didn’t miss back,” Deitrich said.
Yes, college can be hard, no matter who you are, but the
important thing to remember is this: Even though you feel
alone, you’re not.
Many students are in the same situation and feel the same
things. So grab some ramen and give it some time. Most importantly though, don’t forget to have some fun.
Still adjusting?
E-mail Hill at
hillbe@mnstate.edu
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Senior awarded $5000 art scholarship
By MATT HOPPER
Staff Writer

Chris Erickson / The Advocate

Senior Megan Eckman works on a sketch during some off time
from classes. Eckman is pursuing a double major in art and creative writing.

Films

Megan Eckman, a senior art
major, recently won her first
art competition.
Eckman recently took home
the top prize of $5,000 in scholarship money by winning the
National CROSS “Fine Lines”
Scholarship Competition.
Just how did she come to
beat the 325 other college competitors? It all started with
a message from a friend via
Facebook.
“Someone sent me a post
about the competition thinking I could win,” said Eckman.
“I didn’t believe her, but I
eventually did look into it.”
The jury included illustrators and representatives from
prestigious
organizations
like The Museum of Modern
Art and the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum.
Eckman had some reservations before submitting her
drawing, such as not receiving
an honorable mention in addition to not getting her original
artwork back.
“It was worth a shot at
$5,000,” said Eckman.
Knowing that the A.T.
CROSS Company sponsored

Release Calendar
Sept. 8

NHL 2K9 – Wii/PS3/X360

Sept. 5

“Bangkok Dangerous” – R
“Everybody Wants to Be
Italian” – R
“Mister Foe” – R
“Ping Pong Playa” – PG-13
“A Secret” – Not Rated

Gaming

Sept. 9

NHL 09 – X360/PS3
Romance of the three
Kingdoms XI – PC
Zoids Assault – X360
Hell’s Kitchen – Wii/DS/PC
Mazes of Fate – DS

Sept. 10

Sept. 7

Nikopol: Secrets of the
Immortals – PC

Spore Creatures – DS

TUE

The drawing focuses on
the dashing gesticulation of a
warrior on horseback.
MSUM drawing professor,
Carl Oltvedt, heard about
Eckman’s win through one of
Eckman’s colleagues.
“[I was] surprised in terms
of it being a national competition,” said Oltvedt. “Surprised
in terms of her ability? No, not
at all.”
Oltvedt sees the grand
achievement as a great testament to the young artist.
“We’re all very proud of her.”
“This has really boosted my
confidence in that I can make
it after college,” said Eckman.
“That people outside of the
small community recognize
talents. And that they’re willing to affirm that maybe you
won’t have to live in a cardboard box and live on ramen
after you graduate.”
Eckman hopes to enter more
contests in the near future.
She also plans to check her
facebook more regularly from
now on.
Eckman’s prize-winning
drawing can be seen at www.
cross.com.
Hopper can be reached
at hopperma@mnstate.edu

Artsy Alternatives

Music

Entertaining events around MSUM

Sept. 9

Gifts of jazz

Jessica Simpson
“Do You Know”
Metalica
“Death Magnetic”
LL Cool J
“Exit 13”
Gym Class Heroes
“The Quilt”
Okkervil River
“The Stand Ins”

This space could
be yours!

MON

the competition worried
some. Their oftentimes bejeweled products are more likely
to be found in an executive
office than an art studio. The
“world’s oldest manufacturer
of fine writing instruments”
isn’t recognized as an art supplier in any sense. Knowing
that CROSS executives were
peppered throughout the jury
brought the competition’s
judging credibility into question as well. Eckman decided
to roll the dice regardless.
While traveling abroad in
Scotland, it was Eckman’s
mother who received the congratulatory call.
“She screamed and dropped
the phone, then did a victory
dance before picking it back
up,” said Eckman. “She kept
it a secret from me for a week
until I got back and found a
phone number lying on the
kitchen counter. When I called
the number I was pretty much
speechless.”
“Flight of the Crane,”
Eckman’s Japanese-inspired
drawing, was the prize-winning piece.
“I chose the piece because I
felt it showed my knowledge
of art design and principles,”
said Eckman.

Advertise
with the
Advocate!

A concert of compositions
and arrangements for jazz big
band will be presented at 4
p.m. on Sunday in Glasrud
Auditorium in Weld.
The event is free and comprised of the best jazz players
in the region. It will feature
several selections from Allen
Carter’s new CD, “Gifts.”

Jazz lecture
A university honors program lecture on “Jazz: An
International Community?”
featuring drummer Allen
Carter, bassist Alexander
Pershounin and pianist Simon
Rowe is scheduled at noon

today in the Center for the
Arts gallery hall.

Scotland to
Minnesota
A multimedia exhibition
featuring the work of MSUM
students and art faculty members Al Sheets and Don Clark,
who spent three weeks in
Scotland this summer, will be
on display in the Roland Dille
Center for the Arts Gallery. A
reception for the exhibition,
called “Give Way: Scotland
2008,” is scheduled from 4 to 6
p.m. today in the gallery.
Allan gave the MSUM students a tour of Scotland’s new
Parliament building.

WED

THU

FRI
SAT

SUN

For rates and
publication dates
email advocate@
mnstate.edu
or call us at
218.477.2365

Ads due Mondays at
noon

Sept. 5
Avalanche
Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com
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Game reviews
By LILLIE LAMBERT
Staff Writer

Madden 09 - X360

Since the release of Madden
09 on Aug. 12, gamers everywhere have made it a point of
conversation.
The skill test at the beginning of the game has made
game play more realistic. The
running in 09 is much different than previous years. Using
the run boost attracts defenders, this creates more passing
plays and increases the game’s
difficulty.
Some other features that
are different in Madden 09,
was the introduction of the
rewind button. This option
can be adjusted to the player’s
preference and will delete the
previous play when pressed.
From there, announcer Chris
Collingsworth can give you
pointers on what you should
have done during the play
rather than what did happen.
One thing that players might
not like is that rosters can only
be updated online. So without an internet connection the
game wouldn’t include Favre
or last minute trades.
Overall, crisp graphics and
new features have made the
game a must have for both
sports fans and gamers.

Mario Kart Wii - Wii

Mario Kart for Wii is a great
new addition to a popular 15year series. With half of the 36
new courses and the other half
updated from previous versions, the game has something
for everyone.
The game’s fun new controller provides an exciting
change from the traditional
controller. If you aren’t willing
to put down the cash for the
wheel, then Wii remote, the
nunchuk, Wii classic controller or Game Cube controller
will work.
Another new element in
Mario Kart is the introduction of motorcycles, dirtbikes,
and mo-peds. These additions
make it possible to do tricks
off jumps and pop wheelies
during the races.
For anyone looking for a fun,
addictive, party-style game,
Mario Kart Wii is the game
for you. With ever-changing
online play it would be hard
for this game to get old.

Lambert can be reached
at lamberli@mnstate.edu
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Festival brings a ‘wind of change’
By RYAN FLIGINGER
Staff Writer

Anyone who has spent time
in the Fargo-Moorhead area
knows one thing. It’s windy.
Up until the last several years,
this fact has been more bane
than blessing.
Recently factors such as
record oil prices, rising concerns from global warming
and an overall warmer attitude
towards a lower impact way
of life has generated interest in
wind generated energy.
“North Dakota is rated No.1
in the nation for wind energy
potential, but is rated 16th for
wind energy development,”
said Fargo City Commissioner
Mike Williams, board member of the upcoming Second
Annual North Dakota Winds
of Change festival.
The
festival
started
Wednesday and continues

through today. It will be held oping it. Shared culture is a
in the Center for the Arts.
great way to get the message
When asked why the MSUM out.”
campus would be the site of
Although this is only the
the North Dakota festival, second year of the festival,
Williams said “For one thing interest in wind energy is up
it’s a very
noticeably. The
nice venue.
festival is two
Second Annual
MSUM has
months before
North Dakota
proven
an
the November
Winds of Change p r e s i d e n t i a l
interest
in
wind energy
election. At that
with
their featuring The New York time,
North
wind towers
Dakotans will
Kammermusiker
in operation.
also be holding
It’s a good
elections for the
7 p.m., Today
fit.”
governorship.
in Gaede Theatre
The festiThe two major
val’s format
presidential
will not be an academic pre- nominees John McCain and
sentation; it will feature music Barack Obama as well as the
from local talent.
candidates for North Dakota
“The idea is to promote governor incumbent John
wind energy and wind music,” Hoeven and state senator Tim
said Williams. “North Dakota Mathern have made develophas such a great wind energy ing wind power a priority of
potential, but we’re not devel- their energy policies.

It’s not just politics. The
private sector has show an
increased interest in the burgeoning market.
“We had T. Boone Pickens,
an oil man, here developing
wind. North Dakota is not
doing all it can to develop
renewable energy,” said
Williams.
The festival looks to be not
only an entertaining time but
an informative one as well. It
will also be a jumping point
for the area to join the forefront of the green technology
market.
“The Fargo-Moorhead area
is a good site for this event.
We’re becoming recognized
among the environmentally
friendly communities,” said
Williams.
Fliginger can be reached
at fliginry@mnstate.edu
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Cross country conquers Cobbers
Cross country

Training continues, team prepares for NDSU invitational
By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

Dragon’s men’s and women’s cross country teams started this year’s training on the
road at Cedar Shores Lodge
and Resort running hard. The
men ran a total of 100 miles
over the course of the week
and the women ran 70.
“We went to Cedar Shores
to get some experience running on dirt roads and hills,
two things we don’t have in
Moorhead,” head coach Keith
Barnier said. “The students
stayed in cabins and worked
hard.”
The teams kicked off their
season with a sweep of
Concordia in a dual meet Aug.
29 at Johnson Park. Sophomore
Anna VanWechel placed first
on the women’s side. On the
men’s side, sophomore Mike
McConnell took first. The men
defeated Concordia 19-39,
while the women took an 1845 victory over the Cobbers.
The Dragons maintain
strong teams and hope that
through training and hard
work they can defend the two
team titles both the men’s
team and the women’s team
won last year.
VanWechel said that she
hopes for the teams to not
only retain their titles but to
actually improve on last year’s
efforts.
“The conference is going to
be tougher with the addition
of new teams, but our region
should be a little less competitive,” she said. “We are going
to run to win the conference
and go back-to-back there,
and hopefully we will make it
to nationals.”
Barnier
agreed
with

VanWechel’s goals for the season.
“Both teams are going in
with the attitude of trying to
defend a title,” he said. “Our
goal is to try and defend the
titles. We know that winning
last year doesn’t guarantee
anything, but we have the
character and work ethic it
takes to win.”
After a few weeks of training, Barnier points to several
runners who appear to be
coming out strong this year.
On the men’s side junior
Adam Kne; sophomores Mike
McConnell, Kels Moreland;
and freshman Erik Hanson
are running strong should do
well this season, according to
Barnier.
On the women’s side senior
Sara Rebenitsch; juniors Kari
Bloch, Ashley Roemer; and
sophomores Anna VanWechel
and Danielle Thompson
should be key runners.
Barnier also said that his
assistant distance coach Cley
Twigg is working with the
runners on their stamina.
Another feat the cross country teams are proud of is their
fourth nationally ranked grade
point average.
“I look for an intelligent,
hard working, and nasty crosscountry team,” Barnier said.
The Dragons anticipate an
eventful season as they continue toward their goal of becoming NSIC champions again.
Going forth in the season the
athletes will run in the Bison
Invitational 3 p.m., Friday, at
Rose Creek Golf Course in
Fargo.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu.

Jenny Christen / the advocate

Sophomore Kels Moreland and junior Adam Kne run against senior Concordia runner David Teige
last Friday. The Dragon men beat Concordia 19-39 while the women won 18-45.

Upcoming meets

Bison Invitational,
3 p.m., Sept. 5, Rose
Creek GC in Fargo

Roy Griak
Invitational, 9 a.m.,
Sept. 27, Minneapolis

Roe Granger
Invitational, 3 p.m.,
Sept. 12, Aberdeen,
S.D.

Pine Hills
Invitational, 10 a.m.,
Oct. 11, Carleton,
Minn.

NEW LOCATION!
New & Used CD’s & Vinyl

MOTHER’S
EST. 1970

MUSIC • CLOTHING • POSTERS
431 Main Ave Moorhead
(next to Grand Junction)
218-287-9601
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Women’s soccer team starts season on fire
Women’s Soccer

Veteran players return ready for victory against NSIC opponents
By ROSS TORGERSON
Staff Writer

The Dragon women’s soccer team was one game away
from winning the Northern
Sun Intercollegiate Conference
championship last season. This
season, they seek revenge.
Despite an overall record of
9-12-2 last season, the Dragons
improved late in the season and
stayed consistent throughout
the playoffs. That is, until they
met the University of Mary in
the NSIC championship game
where they suffered one of the
toughest defeats of the season,
losing 1-0.
But the Dragons are set on
forgetting about last year’s
defeat and are continuing to
focus on 2008. Rollie Bulock
returns for his 10th season as
the MSUM head coach and is
supported by a fleet of veteran
players, which he lacked last
season.
“We really have good senior
leadership this season,” said
Bulock.
The Dragons return 19 lettermen from last year, includ-

ing current captains Jena Reed,
Abby Barker and Richelle
Ross. Reed played a major
factor in the Dragons offense
last season as she led the team
in goals. Sophomore Tricia
Vanyo led the Dragons in scoring last season as a freshman,
and these two look to play
a major factor in the Dragon
offense this season as well.
“Tricia and Jena have shown
us a lot of scoring potential
and we’re expecting them to
have another good season this
year,” said Bulock.
But solely relying on top
players rarely wins games.
The Dragons are going to need
a complete team effort this
season if they want to make it
back to the NSIC championship game.
“We are an experienced
team. We know how each
other can play and we have
confidence in our returning
players, and in our new freshmen of course,” said midfielder Vanyo.
The Dragons are already off
and running this season with

three exhibition games under
their belts. Although exhibition games do not count on
the Dragons’ overall win-loss
record, the games are important nonetheless.
The Dragons fell to in-town
rival Concordia College by a
score of 2-0, but bounced back
with victories over University
of Minnesota-Morris and
Dakota County Technical
College.
Coach Bulock likes what he
sees from his team so far and
is excited about his skillful
offense.
“We’ve got more scoring
punch this year, and we’re
really concentrating on getting the ball forward,” Bulock
said.
Offense is only half the
game. The Dragons have four
sophomores and three seniors
returning on defense this season, all of whom lettered last
season. Also, freshman recruit
Cody Kreig will be getting
her first shot this season in
the Dragon backfield. Coach
Bulock is confident that his

experienced defense can carry
them through the season.
“We have a really strong
backline this season. We’re
extremely strong defensively,
and we have great experience,” said Bulock.
As experienced as the
Dragons might be, they are
unsure of what’s in store as
they tackle the new challenges they face in the recently
expanded NSIC division.
“We are very excited to play
the new teams in our conference,” Vanyo said. “Being constantly underestimated, our
team has been training hard
and we are ready to show
them as well as the original
teams in our conference what
we are capable of achieving.”
The Dragons will be facing new arrivals, St. Cloud

State University, University of
Minnesota Duluth, Concordia
University and Augustana,
none of which were in the
NSIC last season.
The Dragons began their
season with a perfect start.
Senior Richelle Ross scored
two goals as the Dragons went
on to defeat non-conference
foe Adams State 3-1.
The Dragons head to Bemidji
this weekend to play in the
Bemidji State Invitational
where they play two games.
They take on Northwestern
College on Friday, and play
again on Saturday in either
the championship or the thirdplace game.
Torgerson can be reached
at torgerro@mnstate.edu.

WELCOMES
MSUM
STUDENTS!!

Got settled in and looking for some
good food but don’t have a lot of
coin to spend?

WE CAN HELP!!
And we are
OPEN 24 hours!
FREE WIFI

tara cramer/ the advocate

Head coach Rollie Bullock instructs the women’s soccer team during practice Aug. 27. The team won
two of three exhibition games earlier this year and beat Adam’s State 3-1, last Sunday.

24 Hour coupon
PANHANDLER
COMBO
Only $2.99

n
po

u

co

Companions Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org

(with coupon)

1/3 lb. burger topped with American
cheese and 2 strips of bacon. Served
with French fries.
And from 9pm to 6am this offer includes a free
coffee!
Not good with any other discount or coupon.
Coupon expires October 15, 2008

Access of the Red River Valley
403 Center Ave 5th Floor
(US Bank Building)
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-233-3991
EEO/AA Employer

Curr Dr Lic/Ins/Clear background req.
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Moorhead Fryn’ Pan
2920 Highway 10 E
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Next year’s budget causes early concern
By BEN SAILER
Assistant Editor

MSUM has begun planning
its budget for the 2009-2010
school year, and is tentatively
bracing for a potential $2.9
million deficit.
The Minnesota Department
of Finance has told state agencies, including MnSCU, not to
plan for any changes in state
appropriations
(meaning
state funding is not expected
to increase).
The university’s expenses
are rising due to a variety of
factors, including increased

fuel costs and stagnant enrollment.
MSUM’s financial needs are
growing while the amount of
revenue coming in is projected to stay the same, accounting for a portion of the $2.9
million gap.
While such a deficit is significant, the administration is
preparing ahead of time to
figure out how to make up
the difference in the budget.
“We’re doing a whole
host of things, and I’m not
panicked,” President Edna
Szymanski said. “I have a
good team; we’re going to be

just fine. But we are going to
be conservative in the coming
year.”
Szymanksi stressed that
such budget planning is still
extremely early.
“It’s strange to be talking
about the budget already. It’s
early, but it is my choice to
go early,” Szymanski said.
“I always choose to work as
far out as possible so that
there are decisions that you
can make that’ll make sure
you’re not in a crisis mode
later on.”
“Basically what we’ve done
is some very preliminary

budget planning,” university
planning and budget officer
Jean Hollaar said.
Szymanski said MSUM
needs to be more aggressive
about recruiting and retaining new students, as well as
giving careful consideration
to any new hires.
Although nothing is certain, a tuition increase may
also be in the university’s
future.
“One of the planning
parameters we used was a
4 percent tuition increase,”
Hollarr said.
The 4 percent figure was

used only because it is consistent with past tuition increases approved by the board of
trustees in recent years.
“They’re talking way ahead
of what they’re going to propose (for a tuition increase).
It’s very early yet,” Szymanski
said.
“I know that the big thing
that you go with here is that
you just don’t want to compromise our affordability
here.”
Sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@gmail.com.

Large 1
Topping
Pizza $8.99

218-236-7272
716 Main Avenue

Buy a Large
Pizza Get a
Medium
Free

Nightly Drink Specials
MON: 7pm-12am $2.50 Tall Domestic Taps
TUES: $3 Teas All Day; 9pm-12am $1 OFF Everthing
WED: 9pm-12am $2 Domestic Bottles
THUR: 8pm-12am $2.25 Morgan and Bacardi
11pm-1am $2.75 Goldschlaager & Cuervo
FRI: 8-11 $2.75 Stoli Drinks
SAT: 11am-2pm $5 Domestic Pitchers
8pm-11pm $2.25 Windsors
11pm-1am $2.75 Goldschlaager & Cuervo
SUN: Open-Close $2.50 Tall Domestic Taps

Located on the corner of 8th Catch COLLEGE and NFL Football
St. and Belsly Blvd just a half Action On Our Huge Projection
mile south of I-94.
Screen and Many HD TV’S!
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Senior travels across the Alaskan wild
By MATT LEINGANG
Staff Writer

A summer trek across the
interior of North Dakota would
likely reveal a few things: an
abundance of green-yellow
rolling hills, arid and dusty
summer heat, road construction and an ever-changing
wind.
This summer, MSUM senior
Mackenzie Merrill traveled the
interior of another state, one as
characteristically beautiful as
some would consider North
Dakota to be bland: Alaska.
Her first-hand experience of
the scenery and wildlife that
some might remember from
the recent film “Into the Wild”
(she traveled daily through
the town where it was filmed),
made for the greatest time of
her life.
“I missed my friends,” she
explained, “but it was the most

fun summer I’ve ever had.”
Merrill worked for Princess
Cruises in the company’s
rail division. As a bartender
on the train, she served passengers on the 350-plus miles
between Anchorage, Alaska
and Fairbanks, Alaska.
The train stopped at other
less prominent towns along the
way, which pushed Merrill’s
workday from anywhere
between 14 and 22 hours,
depending on delays.
She specifically remembers
one such delay.
“My very first run, one of
the passengers in my car had
a stroke. We had to stop in the
middle of nowhere and wait for
a helicopter to come down.”
Other more routine delays
included flooded tracks, rock
slides, faulty train-wheel
replacement, and repairing a
track that had sprung out of
line.

Dome, from front
The Norman Magic Experience
“I like to think of my show shortly after graduating from
as a conversation rather than high school in 2002.
a performance,” Ng commentCollege Night is one of many
ed, “so it really helps pull the events planned for the year
audience in.
by the Dragon
The audience
Entertainment
I like to think of
really
takes
Group.
my show as a
center stage in
A full listconversation
my show.”
ing is available
rather than a
When asked
on the group’s
performance.”
about
his
Web site, www.
Norman Ng
favorite part
mnstate.edu/
Performing magician
of the act, Ng
entertainment.
stated
only
Sponsors of the
that it involves smashing n i g h t include but are not
someone’s personal property limited to Grazies, Y94, the
with a baseball bat.
Fargodome, Rock 102, Radio
Students attending the event Fargo-Moorhead and Games
should expect lots of energy, Galore.
humor and “mind-blowing
The event is free to all trimagic,” Ng said, and that the college students with a valid
audience “will be able to feel school ID. Parking is free for
the energy that happens from the evening and extra MAT
the performance.”
Bus routes will be added for
The 24-year-old magician, convenience.
whose hobbies include martial
arts, started his own magic
Seitz can be reached
at seitzni@mnstate.edu.
entertainment business called

Regardless of the length of
any given workday, Merrill
was always guaranteed a
break within a day or two. Her
schedule worked out where
she worked one day, had the
next off, worked two days, had
the next three off, and then
began the routine over again.
On her days off, she took in
the scenery with kayaking and
camping trips. One memorable
trip was taken with her boyfriend Sam Bergman, a junior
at MSUM, who came to visit in
early August.
“We camped on the beach.
We woke up to two bald eagles
ten yards away from our
camp,” she said
The two made the 3,000-mile
trip back to Moorhead from
Whittier, Alaska, by car in midAugust. Though she feels comfortable being back in North
Dakota, she misses certain
things about Alaska.

submitted photo

Merrill kayaks in Prince William Sound near Whittier, Alaska.

“The mountains, the scenery,
there’s more of a hippie mentality,” she said. “And fresh
salmon and halibut.”
Merrill is unsure whether she
will return to Alaska next summer, but is leaning towards it.

“I got to meet new people
from around the world every
single day,” she said, “it was so
much fun, I definitely suggest
it for anyone.”
Leingang can be reached
at matt_leingang@hotmail.com.

Dollar Beers
and

“

Playing the Ponies
on a

Friday night...
Classifieds
-Help WantedDave’s Southside Tap is now hiring
part time servers and cooks. Experience is required. Please apply at
Dave’s Southside Tap on the corner of
8th street & Belsly Blvd, Moorhead.
Paid Marketing Internships - AnyCollege.com, a college search engine
located in Moorhead, is seeking two
marketing interns for the ‘08/’09 school
year. Interns will assist with mailings
and contact high school counselors
nationwide to inform them of AnyCollege.com’s services and High School
Member Program. Call 218.284.9933
or email resume to ehaugeberg@
anycollege.com.
Paid Sales Internship - AnyCollege.
com, a college search engine located
in Moorhead, is seeking a sales intern for the ‘08/’09 school year. The
intern will work directly with Regional
Sales Consultants by setting appointments, researching colleges and assisiting with proposals. Contact Erin
at 218.284.9933 or email resume to
ehaugeberg@anycollege.com
Job Title: Accounts Payable/Receivable Clerk Wanted!!!
A Furniture manufacturing company
has an immediate opening for an
Accounts Payable/Receivable Clerk.
The clerk will be primarily responsible
for processing accounts payable/receivable, preparing spreadsheets,
and working with us from home.
Candidates for this position should
possess prior accounts payable
experience. Knowledge of working
in the hospitality industry is highly
preferred. This opportunity pays up
to $3000 monthly for a start. If you
are a career minded individual and
interested, Please contact us via
dsmithuk01@yahoo.com

Can it get any better?
The

North Dakota Horse Park
invites all MSUM college students to our final weeks of live horse
racing action:

August 29 through September 1
and
September 5 through September 7
Post Times:
Friday: 5:30 pm
(Dollar Coors Beer and Dollar Hotdogs!)
Saturday: 3:30 pm
($2 Miller Lite 16oz Cans!)
Sunday/Labor Day: 1:30 pm
(Champagne Brunch Buffet at Noon!)

Just 2 miles West of Exit 67 on I-29.
North Dakota Horse Park
Where you’ll find a thrill a minute!
www.hrnd.org
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DNC, from page 6

Three Moorhead
locations!
				

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MSUM junior Kayla Whitaker, fourth from right, stands before Barack Obama along with 9 other
people chosen to meet the Democratic presidential nominee.

Whitaker took little interest in presidential elections of
the past.
“I thought politics were
for people who are smarter
than I am. Until maybe last
December, I didn’t even know
what the difference between a
Democrat or a Republican.”
Even after attending the
convention, Whitaker doesn’t
consider herself as a member

of either party.
“I want to vote for the person that’s best for our country
at that time. I don’t want to
be tied down to some label,”
she said.
The experience at the DNC
also left its impression on
Paczkowski. Though she was
already active in politics, it
inspired her to take her support further.

“Since I’ve been back, I’ve
already done some canvassing
with the West Fargo Obama
campaign just because I’ve
seen the passion and hope
that people have for change
and I want to make sure that
we as a country can make it
happen,” Paczkowski said.

South Moorhead

(South of the Interstate)

EasTen Mall
Downtown Mhd

(blocks away from MSU,
behind KFC)

Shaffer can be reached
at shaffehe@mnstate.edu

BACK - TO - SCHOOL IS NOW

we snip, you save

Only
White Diamonds
Will Do...

•No Appointments Necessary
•Four Convenient Locations
•costcutters.com

4265 45th St S Fargo 701-293-3722
2502 S University Fargo 701-234-9895
1638 13th Ave S West Fargo 701-282-5000
3234 E Hwy 10 Moorhead 218-233-5911

3031 13th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701)239-9091

$1.00 OFF ADULT HAIRCUT
WITH VALID STUDENT ID!

Hiring Immediately!
TEMP. APPT. REMIND. CALLS - $8/HR
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP
TO $12/HR!
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT
PAID TRAINING

Apply in person at:

Fajitas, Burritos,
Chimichangas...
ur
On the day of yo
birthday, choose
any entrèe on
our giant menu
for Free*!
*ID required.

2829 S. University Drive, Fargo
www.pcifargo.com
EXP. PREF. BUT NOT REQ.

801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
BRTH_MSU_08A

